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MODERN PHONOLOGY



PHONOTACTICS

is a bit of  a mess



Ç~X

ç —> x/_c, _t, _ɲ, i_, e_, ε_

x —> ç/_k, _ŋ, u_, ɔ_



No word-final [h] or [Ɂ]

No word-initial [Ɂ]



REPAIR STRATEGIES

❖Usually, h or Ɂ just deletes

❖If in a borrowing where the 

sound is vital, nearby vowel 

copies over (*eh à ehe)



SYLLABLES

❖VC
❖CV
❖V*
❖CV(:)C*



STRESS

❖Stress is stressful

❖Primary stress is on the second syllable from the left, 
secondary stress alternating (s.’s.s.,s)

❖UNLESS secondary stress falls on a heavy syllable, in 
which case that syllable becomes stressed

❖Heaviness here only depends on vowel length, with v: 
heavier than v.



SOUND CHANGES

yay



1

r à ɾ

ir.'ja à iɾ.’ja



2: GEMINATE VOWELS

VV à V:

cʰa.’wu.ɛɛ à cʰa.’wu.ɛ:

me.'ɔp.ni.,ɛɛ à me.,ɔp.ni.'ɛ:



PROBLEMS WITH 2

ɔm.'su.ŋi.,ic à *ɔm.’su.ŋi:c

ɔm.'su.ŋi.,ic à *ɔm.su.’ŋi:c



3: STOP DELETION

Stops à Ø/_#[-primary 

stress]

kɛ.'ŋɛ.ut à kɛ.'ŋɛ.u



PROBLEMS WITH 3

*ɔm.su.'ŋi:c à *ɔm.su.'ŋi:c

*ɔm.'su.ŋi:c à *ɔm.'su.ŋi:



4:  INTERVOCALIC VOICING

[p, t] à [b, d]/V_V

mi.'ta à mi.'da



5: DISSIMILATION

 SS à FS

ɔpʰ.'pʰi.nu.ɔn à ɔf.'pʰi.nu.ɔn



6

f à ϕ

ɔf.'pʰi.nu.ɔn à ɔϕ.'pʰi.nu.ɔn



7: UMLAUT?

V1V2V1 à V1V1V1

eϕ.'kɛ.eɲ à eϕ.'ke.eɲ



8
ŋ~ɲ

ɲ à ŋ/_a, _ɔ, _k, _u, _w

ŋ à ɲ/_c, _t, _i, _e, _ε, _j

kɛ.'ŋɛ.u à kɛ.'ɲɛ.u
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