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CASTITHAN
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Castithan is the language of 
the Castithan people. They’re 
the political and cultural force 
in their galaxy, who believe 

their place is at the center of 
the universe.
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Castithan writing system is an 
abugida called 

[ˈfa.dʒi.zwa.li.no]. It’s written 
from left to right with spaces 

between words.
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ftZln 

<fā-ti-zˤwa-lī-nu> 
[ˈfa.dʒi.zwa.li.no]
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ftZln 

<fā-ti-zˤwa-lī-nu> 
[ˈfa.dʒi.zwa.li.no]
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Sample Sentences

.ncsbn ks ilK ó rM zlw. 

<nī-sˤːi-ɓa-na ka-sa i-la-k’a no ri-ᵐbā zju-la-wa>
[ˈni.ʃi.va.nak.sa ˈje.la.ka no ˈʒem.ba ˈʒu.la.wa]

/forgiveness-TOP you ABL beg please/
“I beg your forgiveness.”
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Sample Sentences

.fNT k lr J ýsp d. 

<fā-ⁿde-t’a kī lī-ru ᵑɡu vo-sa-pā di>
[ˈfan.de.ta ki ˈli.ɾaŋ.go ˈvos.pa dʒe]

/love and liro-INS swear EMPH/
“I swear by our love and liro.”
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Original system chiseled on 
stone for ornamental reasons 

and burial texts. (Above 
ground pedestals.)
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Later scrolls developed 
(thinnish paper).
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241

k g K G  J j
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k   k  k  k
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T  T    N  N
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x   x 

Z Z

θa       θu

zwe     zwo
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Phonological Change

The writing system was 
created at a time before 

some large scale 
phonological changes.
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Phonological Change

Original Vowels
a aː
i iː

u uː
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Phonological Change

Original Diphthongs
ai au
ia iu
ua ui

247 ling183_week5.key - June 22, 2017



Phonological Change

High Vowel Reduction
*V → [-high] / _#
*i, *u → je, wo / ˈ_
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Phonological Change

Diphthong Loss
*ai, *au → e, o

*Vx[+high] → [-voc] / _Vy
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Phonological Change

Loss of Long Vowels
*Vː > V
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Result

Original Set
ka ki ku
kā kī kū

kau kai kia kiu kua kui
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Result

Final Set
ka {ki/ke/kje} {ku/ko/kwo} 

ka ki ku
ko ke kja kju kwa kwi
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Phonological Change
Original Set
p p’ t t’ k k’

s sˤ z zˤ
b ɓ d ɗ ɡ ɠ
ᵐb ⁿd ᵑɡ

253 ling183_week5.key - June 22, 2017



Phonological Change

Intervocalic Lenition
*C[-emph, +voice] → [+cont]

&
*C[-emph] → [+voice] / V_V
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Phonological Change

Intervocalic Lenition
*C[+cont, -strident, -back] → 

h / V_V
*C[+cont, +back] → Ø / V_V
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Phonological Change

Loss of Pre-Nasalized Stops
*ⁿC → C / #_

*ⁿC → nC / V_
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Phonological Change

Loss of Emphatic 
Consonants

*C → [-emph]
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Phonological Change
Original Set
p p’ t t’ k k’

s sˤ z zˤ
b ɓ d ɗ ɡ ɠ
ᵐb ⁿd ᵑɡ
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Phonological Change
Modern Set

{p/b} p {t/d} t {k/ɡ} k
{s/z} s z z

{b/v} b {d/ð} d {ɡ/h} ɡ
{b/mb} {d/nd} {ɡ/ŋɡ}
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Phonological Change

Also Palatalization for Non-
Emphatic Coronals

*t, *d, *s, *z → tʃ, dʒ, ʃ, ʒ
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

p p p p p p p

p’ P P P P P P

b b b b b b b

ɓ B B B B B B
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

p p õ Ð p p p

p’ P ö Ñ P P P

b b ã ¾ b b b

ɓ B ä ¿ B B B

262 ling183_week5.key - June 22, 2017



Phonological Change

*C[+lab]ʷ → C
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Result
p 

p 

p 

P 

P 

P

pa
pā

pwa
p’a
p’ā

p’wa

[pa]=
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

ᵐb M M M M M M

f f f f f f f

v v v v v v v

Ø a A i I u U
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

ᵐb M ò Í M M M

f f è Ã f f f

v v ý Ø v v v

Ø e o y Y w W
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

t t t t t t t

t’ T T T T T T

d d d d d d d

ɗ D D D D D D
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

t t ú Õ t t t

t’ T û Ö T T T

d d å À d d d

ɗ D æ Á D D D
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

ⁿd N N N N N N

s s s s s s s

sˤ S S S S S S

z z z z z z z
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

ⁿd N ô Ï N N N

s s ø Ó s s s

sˤ S ù Ô S S S

z z þ Ù z z z
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

zˤ Z Z Z Z Z Z

m m m m m m m

n n n n n n n

ŋ j j j j j j
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

zˤ Z ÿ Ú Z Z Z

m m ñ Ì m m m

n n ó Î n n n

ŋ j ì Ç j j j
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

k k k k k k k

k’ K K K K K K

ɡ g g g g g g

ɠ G G G G G G
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

k k î É k k k

k’ K ï Ê K K K

ɡ g é Ä g g g

ɠ G ê Å G G G
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

ᵑɡ J J J J J J

h h h h h h h

θ x x x x x x

ð q q q q q q
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

ᵑɡ J í È J J J

h h ë Æ h h h

θ x ü × x x x

ð q ç Â q q q
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Modern System
-a -ā -i -ī -u -ū

ɾ r r r r r r

l l l l l l l
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Modern System
-e -o -ja -ju -wa -wi

ɾ r ÷ Ò r r r

l l ð Ë l l l
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New Glyphs

z /zwa/
z /zwi/

z /zwe/
z /zwo/
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New Glyphs

Ù /zja/
z /zju/

z /zje/
z /zjo/
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Spelling
etln

<e-ti-lī-nu>
[ˈe.dʒi.li.no]

“gear”
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Spelling
etln

<e-ti-lī-nu>
[ˈe.dʒi.li.no]

“gear”

dmdr

<di-mi-di-ɾu>
[ˈdʒe.mi.dʒi.ɾo]

“anyway”
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Spelling
nvl

<nyu-vu-lā>
[ˈɲu.hu.la]

“complains”

nv

<nyu-vwa>
[ˈɲu.va]

“complained”
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Spelling
fhN

<fā-hi-ⁿdū>
[ˈfjen.du]
“to own”

fN

<fje-ⁿdū>
[ˈfjen.du]
“to own”
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Spelling
tú

<ta-to>
[ˈta.to]
“dad”

ëPs

<ho-p’i-sje>
[ˈho.pi.ʃe]
“beautiful”

285 ling183_week5.key - June 22, 2017



Spelling
=Nd

<SUN-ⁿdi-du>
[ˈve.ɾon.dʒi.ðo]

“sunrise”

©zl

<DANGER-zju-lu>
[ˈstʃi.ɾe.ʒu.lo]

“danger”
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Mistakes
hkl

<hu-kju-lū>
[ˈwo.kju.lu]
“to sleep”
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Mistakes

hkl
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Mistakes
NhkN

<ⁿda-hi-ka-ⁿdi>
[ˈdai.ɡan.dʒe]

“hot”
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Mistakes

NhkN
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Spelling
ap

<a-pi>
[ˈa.be]

“if”

Ax

<ā-θu>
[ˈa.ðo]

“eleven”
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Spelling

a = <a> A = <ā>
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Spelling

a = <a> A = <ā>
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Spelling

a = <a> A = <ā>
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Mistakes

But I mixed up the glyphs in 
the font editor.
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Mistakes

By the time I realized my 
mistake it was too late: It was 

on signage that had been 
filmed. :(
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Questions?
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Tonight
(1) PA23 = Share a word in 

your orthography from 
your language!

(2) MA10: Your orthography!
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hl
Tn D B

l

fNEnWOwDU

meπwiM

yaml

.
h
l
t
n
d
b
l

+hiltn;di;b
el

xrt
ndb

R

Hi
lvto
n d
i 
be
l

hIltan di bEl

hltn dy bl

h
il
t
a
n
 d
i
 b
elhilvin di btl

hiltan di !el

R
ev
on
tu
le
t

dml

admlp
kmlsjp

/l∑zES=xIZ=prhAN=buC

CONLANG 
ORTHOGRAPHY 

ASSIGNMENT
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