
Qþyn|gài by Henrik Theiling
sǝχqɤqɬaχɤhàɯkài. 

“Do not eat yellow snow.” 

sǝχqɤqɬaχɤh̀àɯkài. 
“Do NOT EVER eat yellow snow!” 

sǝχqɤqɬaχèhàɯkài. 
“You should TOTALLY eat yellow snow!”
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One More Thing…
Negative Verb Forms
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Swahili
Ninasoma Kiswahili.

“I am studying Swahili.”
Tunasoma Kiswahili.

“We are studying Swahili.”
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Swahili
Sisomi Kiswahili.

“I am not studying Swahili.”
Hatusomi Kiswahili.

“We aren’t studying Swahili.”
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Perfectly possible to have a 
negative verb form. Same 
evolution: Just make it a 

verbal affix.
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IRATHIENT
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Irathient is the language of 
the Irathient people, from the 
planet now called Casti. They 

reject technology, for the 
most part, and prefer a more 

nomadic existence.

367 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



368 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



369 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



370 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



Head-Initial
VOS
NA
NR
NG
PN
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Intransitive
.ezegnǝ ;eneligǝ ;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ zmainɛ.
“The woman is sleeping.”
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Intransitive
.ezegnǝ ;eneligǝ ;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ zmainɛ.
“The woman is sleeping.”
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Transitive
.zeta;et)u;ulike;zmaine. 

zɛta ɛttu ulikɛ zmainɛ.
“The woman is watching the 

river.”
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Transitive
.zeta;et)u;ulike;zmaine. 

zɛta ɛttu ulikɛ zmainɛ.
“The woman is watching

the river.”

375 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



Agreement
.ezegnǝ ;eneligǝ ;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ zmainɛ.
“The woman is sleeping.”
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Agreement
.ahegnǝ ;eneligǝ ;hanume. 

ahɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ honumɛ.
“The stranger is sleeping.”
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Agreement
.ategnǝ ;eneligǝ ;hanume. 

atɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ tipasku.
“The bird is sleeping.”
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Agreement
.anegnǝ ;eneligǝ ;inagna. 

anɛgnǝ ɛnɛligǝ inagna.
“The family is sleeping.”
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Front Central Back

High i
ǝ

u

Low ɛ a
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Front Central Back

High i
ǝ

u

Low ɛ a
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Passive
.zeta;et)u;ulike;zmaine. 

zɛta ɛttu ulikɛ zmainɛ.
“The woman is watching the 

river.”
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Passive
.twa;et)u;ulike. 

twa uttu ulikɛ.
“The river is being watched.”
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Verb Change
ɛttu → uttu
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Auxiliary Change
zɛta → twa
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Passive
.twa;et)u;ulike;Ta;zmaine. 

twa uttu ulikɛ tha zmaine.
“The river is being watched 

by the woman.”
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Causative
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating.”
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Causative
.uzegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

uzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ.
“The woman feeds.”
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Causative
.uzegnǝ ;tipasku;eluhe;zmaine. 

uzɛgnǝ tipasku ɛluhɛ zmainɛ.
“The woman feeds the bird.”
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Auxiliary Change
ɛzɛgnǝ → uzɛgnǝ
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Verb Change
ɛlu → ɛluhɛ
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Word Order Change
AVS → AOVS
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Applicative
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating.”
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Applicative
.ezegnǝ ;eluhe;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ ɛluhɛ zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating for 
someone.”
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Applicative
.ezegnǝ ;skir;eluhe;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ skir ɛluhɛ zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating for the 
boy.”
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Verb Change
ɛlu → ɛluhɛ

396 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



Word Order Change
AVS → AOVS
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Verbal suffix denotes special 
argument comes before it. 

Context determines what its 
role is.
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Yes/No Question
.ezegnǝ ;skir;eluhe;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ skir ɛluhɛ zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating for the 
boy.”
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Yes/No Question
?ezegnǝ ;skir;eluhe;zmaine? 
ɛzɛgnǝ skir ɛluhɛ zmainɛ?
“Is the woman is eating for 

the boy?”
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WH-Question
?ezegnǝ ;skir;eluhe;hazǝ? 
ɛzɛgnǝ skir ɛluhɛ hazǝ?

“Who is eating for the boy?”
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WH-Question
?ezegnǝ ;hazǝ ;eluhe;zmaine? 
ɛzɛgnǝ hazǝ ɛluhɛ zmainɛ?
“Who is the woman eating 

for?”
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Negation
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating.”
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Negation
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine;meme. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ mɛmɛ.
“The woman is not eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 
ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ.

“The woman is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ zututtun 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman who watched 
the river is eating.”

406 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



ToR Change
zmainɛ → zmainǝ
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Verb Change
Aux+Agr/Tns V → V+Agr/Tns
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Gap for ToR
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Adjective at end which 
agrees with ToR (-oɲ).

410 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ zututtunǝ 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman who is watching 
the river is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ tuzuttun 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman whom the river 
watched is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ tuzuttunǝ 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman whom the river 
is watching is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ zututtun 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman who watched 
the river is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu honumǝ zututtun 
ulikɛ hoɲi.

“The stranger who watched 
the river is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu tipasku zututtun 
ulikɛ toɲa.

“The bird who watched the 
river is eating.”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainǝ zututtun 
ulikɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman who watched 
the river is eating.”
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Adjectives
zmainɛ

“woman”
tipasku
“bird”
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Adjectives
zmainǝ zupimɛ

“beautiful woman”
tipasku tipima
“beautiful bird”
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Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ zututtun 
ulikɛ.

“The woman who watched 
the river is eating.”

420 ling183_week4.key - June 15, 2017



Relative Clauses
.ezegnǝ ;elu;zmaine. 

ɛzɛgnǝ ɛlu zmainɛ hatuttunhɛ 
ulikɛ honumɛ zvoɲɛ.

“The woman for whom the stranger 
watched the river is eating.”
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Questions?
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Tonight
(1) PA: Find a non-Roman 

writing system.
(2) MA8
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